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Morning Worship Service − 11:00 am - Advent II 

The service of worship begins with the music of the organ at 10:45am. 

Preludes 

 Christe, redemptor                                       Healey Willan 

 Quam dilecta                                                                            Marcel Dupré 

Processional Hymn 83 - O come, O come Emmanuel (Veni Emmanuel)  

Call to Worship (Psalm 98:4-9)                                Brennan Rabbets  

 Leader:      Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth break forth into joyous song and 

       sing praises. 

People:    Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound 

      of melody. 

Leader:     With trumpets and the sound of the horn; make a joyful noise before the King, 

      the Lord. 

People:    Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who live    

       in it. 

Leader:      Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills sing together for joy 

People:    At the presence of the Lord, for he is coming to judge the earth 

Leader:      He will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with equity. 

Introit - The Little Sheep of Bethlehem (congregation seated)                Gervais L. Warren 

Choristers 

Jessica Willingham, director; Christel Wiens, piano 

Lighting of the Advent Candle of Peace               Xavier, Julie, Ruby, George, Josie  

The Lord’s Prayer (seated) (sung Amen) Please see inside cover of the hymn book.          

Hymn *SHB 114 - What child is this? (Greensleeves)  

Prayer with the Children                       The Rev. Dr. J. Peter Holmes             

Book of Heroes                                                  Sophie 

Announcements 

Scripture - Luke 1: 26-38  (NT p. 58)                                            Callum 

Pastoral Prayer                             The Rev. Deborah Ban  

Choral Response                                            C. M. Palmer 

Leave it all quietly to God, my soul, for my rescue comes from him alone.  Amen.  
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Offering 

 Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing 

 to God (Hebrews 13:16)  

Anthem -  E’en so Lord Jesus, quickly come                                                             Paul Manz  

Peace be to you and grace from him who freed us from our sins, Who loved us all and 

shed his blood that we might saved be. Sing holy, holy to our Lord, the Lord Almighty 

God, who was and is and is to come. Sing holy, holy, Lord!  Rejoice in heaven, all ye that 

dwell therein. Rejoice on earth, ye saints below, for Christ is coming soon!   

E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, and night shall be no more. They need no light nor 

lamp nor sun, for Christ will be their All!  

Doxology (Hymn 766) 

Sermon - Maybe this Christmas?     The Rev. Dr. J. Peter Holmes 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Hymn SHB 44 - In a byre near Bethlehem  (Wild Mountain Thyme) 

Reception of New Members - Peter Liu, Luke Reyes, John and Margaret Torrance 

Please see Church Covenant  on page 6. 

Act of Remembrance  - Barbara Ann Cowie 

Choral Preparation             Creator Alme Siderum 

Creator of the starry height thy people's everlasting Light,  

Jesu, Redeemer of us all, hear thy servants when they call. 

To God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit, Three in One,  

Praise, honour might and glory be from age to age eternally.  Amen.  

Invitation to the Table             The Rev. Dale Rose 

Words of Institution 

Prayer of Thanksgiving                    The Rev. Deborah Ban 

Recessional Hymn 493 -  Blessed assurance  (Blessed assurance)   

Benediction                                                   The Rev. Dr. J. Peter Holmes 

Choral Amen - Stanford in B flat 

Postlude - Tuba Tune                                                                C. S. Lang 

   The Memorial Bells will peal for five minutes following the Postlude.  
 

*SHB – Supplementary Hymn Book “Sing to God’s Glory”  
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SANCTUARY FLOWERS  

The flowers on the Chancel are dedicated to the glory of God  

and placed in loving memory of 

GERARD HANNAHSON COLLINS 

(GERRY) 

By Earlaine 

 

COMMUNION 

Communion at Yorkminster Park is open to all who love Christ and seek to live in His ways.  

To address the needs of some congregants whose allergies have prevented them from fully  

participating in the Sacrament of Holy Communion, the communion bread in the centre of the 

plate is gluten-free. 

 

Soloists: 

Jessica Willingham, soprano; Dawn King, soprano; Margaret Terry, mezzo soprano  

Martin Houtman, tenor; Stephen King, baritone  

Christel Wiens, Associate Musician  

 

Evening Worship Service - 4:30pm  

Christmas Truce Service (Special WWI Liturgy) with RH Thomson 

This afternoon’s CHRISTMAS TRUCE SERVICE features letters home from the front conveying 

the wonder and power of the Christmas Truce of 1914. The readings and narration are offered by 

the legendary Canadian actor RH Thomson who also co-authored the liturgy. Anthony Varahidis 

and Alex Loschberger sing carols as they were sung from the trenches a century ago as the 

Christmas story is read between carols, anthems and prayers. 

Randall Speller who attended the service when it was first presented on Christmas Eve 2014 

wrote, “From a time 100 years ago, when WWI was destroying a generation, this is surely one of 

the more original, moving, and inspiring Christmas messages that you will hear this season.” 

Another friend, Carol Radford Grant offered this reflection after first seeing the Christmas Truce 

Service, "The Christmas Truce was a series of unofficial ceasefires along the Western Front  

beginning on Christmas Eve 1914. The Christmas Truce Service tells this story through words of 

the soldiers who experienced it. Hearing their letters read brings an immediacy to this part of 

WWI and nurtures our own experience of Christmas.”   As a result of many comments like these, 

the timeless message of the Christmas Truce is being celebrated again this Christmas. I hope you 

can join us. 
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Join Us for Coffee Talk  

 After the morning worship service, we invite you to join us for coffee in the Narthex.  

 

YP GALLERY ▪  Night Gold  

Paul Roorda uses gold leaf, ashes, beeswax and old book pages to  

explore changing belief systems and the passage of time.  The art in this 

exhibition makes reference to icons, horizons, aging walls and ritual  

markings to contrast tension and emotional paralysis with the possibility 

of renewed reflection and understanding. 

Show on until Sunday, December 20  

 

CHRISTMAS CAKES  

The Men’s Baking Group will have this year’s Christmas Cakes ready for sale starting  

TODAY following the morning service. The proceeds from this year’s sales will be  

donated to the House of Compassion. 

 

BOARD OF MISSION - Refugee Sponsorship Update 

We are happy to tell you that Charlene and Chancella, our sponsored family from the Central 

African Republic, will be arriving on the evening of Thursday, December 10. Please join us in 

praying for their safe arrival and smooth settlement – and in giving thanks to our good Lord and 

to all those who have helped them along their journey. 

 If you could make available spare bedrooms or a basement apartment for their short-term use 

while they look for a permanent place, please contact the church office or Michael Wills at  

416-485-4074  or mwills@chartwellconsulting.ca 

 

PRAYERS 

If you (or someone you know) are going through a difficult time, members of the Pastoral Care 

Committee are present in the Chapel to offer PRAYERS FOR HEALING AND BLESSING each 

Sunday in the Centennial Chapel, which is located in the south transcept beneath the south  

balcony, following the morning worship service. Your prayers are confidential unless you request 

they be shared with our Pastoral Care staff. You may also submit a request for prayer on the 

Welcome card and place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher or minister.  
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CHURCH COVENANT 

As an organized group of Christian people, we enter into Covenant, one with  

another, to walk together in Christian love; to strive for the advancement of this 

Church in knowledge, grace and godly living; to promote its Christian spirit by  

sustaining its worship, sacraments, discipline, doctrine and the maintenance of 

the Biblical norms and standards of conduct; to contribute to the support of the 

Ministry, to the expenses of the Church, and to serve, as our respective talents and 

circumstances permit, the mission of the Church, which Covenant is made in the 

name of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

NEW MEMBER BIOGRAPHIES 

Peter Liu - Peter was born in Hong Kong and came  to Canada in 1977 sponsored by his older 

brother. He met some of the volunteers from our church whose welcome to him was warm and 

friendly so he decided to come to a Sunday morning service and he has been attending regularly 

for four years. He finds the music and preaching very moving and feels attached to what we do 

here. He goes to the Berean Bible Study on Sunday mornings and has helped with Coffee Talk 

after church. Peter is currently looking for work in the field of IT. He will be joining by Christian  

Experience.  

Luke Reyes –  This fun-loving 14 year old  is  an outgoing Grade 9 student who makes friends of 

all ages easily. The eldest of 4 children, he has grown up in a godly home and nurtured by the 

teachings of YP church. All generations appreciate his easy and confident manner, as several of 

the YP community can attest to in speaking with him after his baptism last Sunday. The positive 

influence of his teachers and youth directors have been instrumental in his considering work in 

Youth/Children’s ministry.  He was baptized last Sunday.   

John and Margaret Torrance - John was the YPBC Minister of Pastoral Care from 2002 to 

2009; during which time he also served as the President of the Baptist Convention of Ontario 

and Quebec.  Margaret was the YPBC Women Co-Chair. John and Margaret have been blessed 

with three sons, Scott (Shannon), Chris (Sonya) and Andrew, and two granddaughters. He is the 

author of a book of prayers. Welcome back John and Margaret.  

 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 

The Doug Purdon “Christmas Eve” Christmas Cards are available from the YP 

Women for $10 per box. One option is blank and the other option has a  

Christmas greeting inside. The cards will be available in the Narthex and Centre 

Hall following the morning worship service.; or contact the Church Office if you 

would like more information. 
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CHURCHES ON THE HILL FOODBANK 

Please remember the Churches-On-The-Hill Food Bank.  December  

suggested donations are chunky soup.  Please note that the Foodbank no 

longer needs egg cartons or plastic bags at this present time.  Many thanks. 

Donations can be left in the donation box just outside the Sanctuary (north 

east exit), near the doors to the Friendship Room. Thank you for your support 

on behalf of the clients. 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 

 

“In Our Own Backyard” - Christmas 2015 Children’s Mission Project 

Next week we will be collecting the White Gifts for Yonge Street Mission and the supplies for 

Standing Stone School in Oneida on the Thames First Nations Reserve.  There are still a few 

cards on the literacy tree  in the Centre Hall. Your ability to share your love of books with  

children will make a difference. 

Thank you for making a difference to people in our own city this winter. 

 

What’s Up in Children’s Ministries  

Did you know that the curriculum in Children’s Ministries for Preschool and Kindergarten  

children is called First Look and for school age it is called 252Basics.  Each month in this space 

we will let you know what our kids are learning so you can pray for them and encourage them! 

 

In December the theme in First Look is ‘God gave us Jesus’.  The memory verse is “God has 

given a Son to us.” Isaiah 9:6, NCV  The stories this month are taken from Luke and Matthew’s 

accounts of the Christmas story. 

 

This month in 252Basics the children are learning about ‘COMPASSION, caring enough to do 

something about someone else’s need’.   Their MEMORY VERSE is “God so loved the world that 

he gave his one and only Son. Anyone who believes in him will not die but will have eternal life.” 

John 3:16, NIrV  The bottom line we would like children to think about is ‘God loved you first. 

How will you love others?’ 

Thanks for praying for our children and their families. 
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DISCIPLESHIP 

Enrich your spiritual life in this season of preparation by including an advent devotional in your 

festive routine. You are invited to choose one of the following -  

▪ Unto us a Child is Born by Henri Nouwen which can be found in the Narthex and Centre Hall. 

▪ The Canadian Baptist 2015 Advent Reader can be found online at baptist.ca/advent 

 

BOARD OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 

The 2016 general offering envelopes are in the Centre Hall today.  

Please pick up your set. 

The 2016 YP Women’s Envelopes are also in the Centre Hall. 

 All donations to be receipted for 2014 must be received by December 31, 2015. This means 

that they must be either on the offering plate on December 27 or hand-delivered to the 

church/finance office or postmarked on or before December 31, 2015 and received in the 

finance office no later than January 6, 2016. 

 

YOUTH 

December 18th we will be holding our Christmas Potluck Party. 

Please bring a dish to share, and a $10 gift.  Please also RSVP with Brennan,  

brabbets@yorkminsterpark.com or call him at the office. 

 

Toronto Mendelssohn Choir presents Festival of Carols  

with the 30 piece Canadian Staff Band, at Yorkminster Park  

Wednesday, December 9, 7:30 p.m.  tickets $25-$120.   

416-598-0422 x 221 ▪ http://www.tmchoir.org/ 

 

CHRISTMAS PREPARATIONS AND DECORATIONS 

Helpers are needed to put up garlands in the Sanctuary on Saturday, December 12 from 

9:30am. Please contact Kim Aikenhead at 416-487-2629 if available. 

 

Christmas Cookies for our elderly and homebound friends 

Please bake and bring 3 dozen home-baked goodies to the Heritage Room Kitchen before the 

morning service of Sunday, December 13. Your sweets and treats are greatly appreciated. 

mailto:brabbets@yorkminsterpark.com
http://www.tmchoir.org/
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Prime Timers 

On Tuesday, December 15, 2015 at 12:30pm, Tom Hayes, retired art teacher will present 

“Christmas in Art and Song”. Please join us for lunch time conversation. Bring your own lunch—

dessert and tea are provided. All ages and stages welcome!  

 

The Orpheus Choir of Toronto and the Hannaford street Silver 

Band present Welcome Christmas II with guest narration by the 

Rev. Dr. J. Peter Holmes at Yorkminster Park,  on Tuesday,  

December 15, 7:30 p.m.  Tickets $15 - $40.    

Please contact 416-420-9660/416-530-4428  or orpheuschoirtoronto.com for information/

tickets. 

 

BETHLEHEM ON YONGE 

Did you know that last year at Christmas Eve’s Bethlehem on Yonge we had over 480 people 

who registered at the census table?  And 268 of those were visitors!  Imagine having the  

opportunity to share with so many about the birth of our Lord! 

We need your help in making the evening a welcoming success. 

How can you help? *Sign up to be one of our characters: be a soldier, guide, shepherd, angel, or 

wise man;  and Mary and Joseph!    

▪ Be a host to welcome people   

▪ Take an Ice Lantern mould home and prepare some ice  lanterns  

▪ Bake cookies (nut free) to give to our guests  

▪ Invite neighbours and friends to visit 

Today, Sally Roy will be in the Centre Hall to talk to you about the opportunities.  

(or contact Miriam Little at mlittle@yorkminsterpark.com) 

 

FOR MINISTRY LEADERS 

 If you plan to have a meeting on-site at the church, please call the Church Office to  

reserve a room. 

 If you wish to place a notice in the  calendar, please submit your information by  

Tuesday of the Sunday prior and your notice will be appear for two Sundays. 

 Please be advised that annual reports for 2015 are due January 31, 2016. 
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YPBC WOMEN'S RETREAT - Saturday February 6, 2016 
 

CHANGE...  And the Journey of the Heart 
 

SPEAKER: SISTER SUE MOSTELLER 
 
WHEN:     Saturday February 6, 2016 - 9 am (Registration) - 2:30 pm 
 
WHERE:   THE COURTYARD MARRIOTT HOTEL - 475 Yonge St., approximately 1 block north 
  of the College St.  subway station.  Please note change of location this year 
 
WHAT:      A day apart for all women 
 
FEE:           $50 - Light refreshments and a full hot lunch  
  - gluten free/vegetarian options available 
 
BRIGHT GREEN REGISTRATION FORMS are available in the Narthex and on the Centre Hall 
table.  Cut off date for registration is January 17, 2016. 
 
All women are invited for a day of spiritual nourishment, warm fellowship and a delicious 
meal!  What a lovely Christmas gift this could be for a special woman in your life!  We  look  
forward to welcoming you. 
 
For a "bio" of Sister Sue, please see the YPBC Christmas Newsletter. 
 

 

PILGRIMAGE OF SACRED SPACES - MONTREAL 

The Pilgrimage of Sacred Spaces Committee is pleased to announce a PILGRIMAGE TO  

MONTREAL, April 25-28, 2016.  Pilgrims will travel to Montreal by coach and stay at the Best  

Western Ville Marie on Sherbrooke St. and explore many of the magnificent sacred spaces of 

Downtown,  Old Montreal,  Le Plateau, and other areas as they are led by Corey Keeble, Curator 

Emeritus of the Royal Ontario Museum, William Maddox and Peter Holmes.  The cost is $625 

per person based on double occupancy and $825 based on single occupancy. The price includes, 

coach travel, hotel, 3 breakfasts, 2 lunches and 2 dinners.  To reserve your space, please contact 

Euan Ferguson at eujoferguson@sympatico.ca or 416-363-9900.  Space is limited and waiting 

lists have often developed in the past, so if you plan to come, please contact Euan soon. 

 

 

mailto:eujoferguson@sympatico.ca
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THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 6, 2015  AT YORKMINSTER PARK 

 

Sunday 
9:15am  Minster Singers, Heritage Room 
9:45am  Berean Bible Study, Red Boardroom 
10:00am Refugee Sponsorship Clothing Donation Drop-off, Library 
10:00am Chorister Rehearsal, Room 203A 
10:00am Parent Life Group, Room 508 
10:00am Youth Bible Study, Room 510 
10:00am Being the Beloved Bible Study, Boardroom 502 
10:50am Nursery for newborn to 2 year old children, Room 213 
11:00am Rev. Dr. J. Peter Holmes, The Sacrament of Communion    
  (Classes for toddlers to senior high youth after the Children’s Prayer) 
11:20am Doxa Youth Worship, Cameron Hall 
12:30pm Full Life Group, Room 508 
4:30pm  Christmas Truce Service 

 
Monday to Friday 

9:00am  Meals on Wheels, Heritage Room  

Monday 

7:00am  Men’s Bible Study, Friendship Room 
5:00pm  Audit Committee Meeting, Red Boardroom 
 
Tuesday 

10:00am Dorcas Group, Room 508 
12:00pm Community Basketball, Gym 
12:10pm Lunchtime Chamber Music - Rising Stars Recital, Sanctuary 
5:00m  Art Committee, Library 
7:00pm  Board of Christian Education, Room 508 
 
Wednesday 

10:00am Open Door, Narthex 
12:00pm Advent Soup and Study, Friendship Room 
12:30pm Noonday Organ Recital – Aaron James 
6:45pm  Out of the Cold, Heritage Room and Gym 
7:30pm  Toronto Mendelssohn Choir Festival of Carols, Sanctuary 
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Thursday 

10:00am Open Door, Narthex 
10:00am Parents Care and Share, Room 508 
12:30pm Community Basketball, Gym 
7:00pm  Brentwood Toronto Support Group, Heritage Room 
7:30pm  Senior Choir rehearsal, Cameron Hall  
 
Friday 

9:15am  Senior Gentle Fitness - Mild, Room 508 
10:15am Senior Gentle Fitness - Moderate, Room 508 
12:00pm Community Basketball, Gym 
5:30pm  Bay Street Life Group, Library 

Saturday 

12:00pm Art Gallery, Centre Hall 
11:00am Stick Drama Rehearsal, Room 205 
3:00pm  Walking Life Group, offsite (For details call Mary/Nikhil at 416-880-9372) 
 
Next Sunday 
9:15am  Minster Singers, Heritage Room 
9:45am  Berean Bible Study, Red Boardroom 
10:00am Being the Beloved Bible Study, Boardroom 502 
10:00am Chorister Rehearsal, Room 203A 
10:00am Parent Life Group, Room 508 
10:00am Youth Bible Study, Room 510 
10:15am Children’s Ministry, Room 205 
10:50am Nursery for newborn to 2 year old children, room 213 
11:00am Rev. Dr. J. Peter Holmes   
  (Classes for toddlers to senior high youth after the Children’s Prayer) 
11:20pm Doxa Youth Worship, Cameron Hall 
12:00pm Stick Drama Rehearsal, Heritage Room, Sanctuary 
12:30pm Full Life Group, Room 508 
1:00pm  Ball Hockey, Gym 
4:30pm  Carols by Candlelight 
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